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The changes in the dress of Whites in all parts of the world
during the last few years proves that dress reform has to take,!
account of tradition, a culture-form, rather than race, a culture-
potential. The tendency is growing of wearing light and little dress
in summer, more "native" than "European," though tradition is
still interposing obstacles in the way.

Then with regard to food, Mr. Pitt-Rivers says: "Whichever
view is taken of the effect of European foodstuffs, it is difficult to
believe that anyone can suppose that the preserved and tinned fish
and meats that are increasingly bought by the South Sea natives or
are issued out to them by plantation owners in accordance with
Government regulations, could be anything but injurious and
infinitely worse than any fresh food that natives happen to be used
to, which may be deficient, but not in the least likely to be unwhole-
some" (ibid., p. 61). Can it be that European food in the sense of
preserved and canned food is good for Europeans and bad for
Natives; that Native fresh foods are good for Natives and bad for
Europeans? Or can it be that fresh foods are good for both and
tinned foods bad for both, irrespective of race?

Mr. Pitt-Rivers has an elaborate discussion of polygamy among
the Natives, and has much to say in favour of it on hygienic and
eugenic considerations. "Psychologically, they (polygynous insti-
tutions) satisfy the polygamous propensities of man, while at the
same time, ameliorating the condition of the monandrous woman
by obtaining for her complete sexual segregation during pregnancy
and suckling, the conditions which natives in polygynous communi-
ties generally consider important" (ibid., p. 128). "In innumerable
ways evidence shows that the most favourable breeding conditions
are obtainable for the mother only under polygynous conditions
which not only secure for her a monandrous existence during the
whole roaring cycle, but protect her from the too frequent and
continuous attentions of even one man, especially during gestation
and lactation. That longer intervals between pregnancies mean
more favourable intra-uterine conditions is, indeed, generally
recognized" (ibid., p. 131).   From the eugenic point of view
polygamy not only gave the best men "a wider choice of the finest